
On the outside
door to my
office I have

hung a sign that says
“open with care – do
not let cats and kittens
out.”

My office has
become a refuge for
felines in need. They
are everywhere – 13 of
them – some running
free and some in cages.
Most have been here
for months. Kittens that
fit in the palm of my
hand when they arrived
are now half grown.
Many kittens that are
taken in go from baby-
hood to adulthood in
my office.

Volunteers take good
care of these cats. The
ones that are old
enough have all been
spayed or neutered.
Vaccinations and
deworming takes place
the day after they
arrive. They are a fairly
content lot as they get
lots of petting, cuddling
and brushing. They all
get their turn at running
free during the day.

A few lucky older
ones get to spend their
nights in the barn with
the horses, where they
entertain themselves
catching mice. They all
become quite used to

dogs and it’s not
uncommon to see them
curled up having a
snooze with my old
sled dog, Delta.

These beautiful, well
behaved and happy cats
are someone’s discards
– the unwanted. And
it’s getting discourag-
ing trying to find them
a good home. Even
offering them at half
price doesn’t do the
trick. Why? There are
simply too many cats in
our town.

Several months ago I
received a phone call. A
family had a dozen cats
and kittens in their
home with more on the
way. Would the SPCA
take them? No, I said,
there’s no room and our
policy is not to accept
pets from private
homes – it’s the
owner’s responsibility
to find homes for the
kittens and puppies
they’ve brought into
this world. But, then I
gave in and said I had
room for just two of the
kittens. I grabbed my
smallest crate (on pur-
pose so I wouldn’t have
room for more than
two) and headed off to
pick up the kittens.

I arrived to find cats
everywhere in the
porch and kitchen. All
were shiny and healthy.
They were obviously

being fed and cared for.
The young girl who
owned them was great-
ly distressed because
all her cats were to be
destroyed at 2 p.m. that
day.

This was a situation
where a female cat had
been brought into the
house and not spayed.
She had babies, which
they were unable to
find homes for. Then
she had more babies.
Then the babies started
having babies. It was a
nightmare.

The girl’s brother
shoved three of the
smallest kittens into my
crate. I didn’t argue
about the extra one.
Then, as I was leaving I
had to walk past a win-
dow. There sitting on
the window sill was a
dainty little black and
white kitten with a blue
collar. I picked her up
and there was just
enough room to fit her
into the now very full
crate.

Gunny Sacks
That afternoon, as

arranged, a man came
to get the rest of the
cats and kittens. He
took them out into the
bush and put them into
gunny sacks. Then he
took out his rifle and
shot at the sacks until
there was no more
movement.

Would it not be better
to have spayed the first
cat?

The SPCA runs a
spay/neuter subsidy pro-
gram. We do our best to
educate people, espe-
cially about the impor-
tance of spaying and
neutering. We now have
a website that offers pet
owners information on
the proper care of their
pets. We publish a
newsletter with our
adoptees’ pictures in it,
as well as stories and
educational material.
Volunteer members do
their best to assist peo-
ple with their pet prob-
lems. At the same time
we care for as many
dogs and cats as we can
fit in until we can find
them a home.

All of this takes up
our time, but we also
incur expenses. Today,
June 23 you will see vol-
unteers on the streets of
Flin Flon holding their
annual tag day. With
your support we can
continue what we are
doing. Please help us
help those who can’t
help themselves.

And that female cat
you have in your house
right now, please, please
get her spayed tomor-
row. My office full of
cats is proof that there
aren’t enough good
homes out there!
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My Take on Snow Lake

Lona and Clancy
Evans were mar-
ried back on June

16, 1956.
And so a celebration

of the 50th anniversary
of that joyous occasion
took place last Saturday
in Snow Lake’s Elks
Hall.

In order to take part,
the couple’s five chil-
dren – Dan, Bob,
Shelia, Mike, and David
(and spouses) – traveled
from several points in
northern and western
Canada, as did all but
one of Clancy’s sib-
lings.

The event got under-
way with the Christian
Center Ladies serving
sandwiches, cheese-
cake, coffee and tea.
Val Foord, a close
friend of the couple and
one of Lona’s health
care providers, wel-
comed everyone and
congratulated Clancy
and Lona on reaching
their golden milestone.

After expressing her
own heartfelt senti-
ments, Val introduced
Tony Butt. With his

guitar and ever-present
wit in tow, Butt per-
formed Alan Jackson’s
Remember When. He
then took it up a notch,
playing one of Lona’s
favourites, Johnny
Cash’s I Walk the Line.

Son David then
approached the podium
and brought tears to his
folks’ eyes with his trib-
ute, before several oth-
ers imparted memories
of the couple through
the open mike. Pictures
were taken, congratula-
tions were offered, and
a great time was
enjoyed by all.

Fish Derby
In another communi-

ty event, Snow Lake’s
First Annual Manitoba
Metis Federation
(MMF) Father’s Day
Fish Derby was an
enormous success.

The derby was a hid-
den length event and as
a result, the person
catching the largest fish
didn’t necessarily win
top prize. However, all
of the winners ended up
sharing prizes due to the
high number of fish
caught.

The derby had 103
entries. All participants

made their way to their
favourite Snow Lake
fishing holes Saturday
morning. The day was
cool, with a bit of wind
keeping the bugs down.
And although rain
threatened all day, it
never made good on the
threat till after 4 p.m.
when all the boats were
in off the lake.

Sharing the first
place prize money of
$800 was Kel Cockerill
(Snow Lake), Marie
Compton (Thompson),
and Craig Simpson
(Flin Flon).

Second place ($400)
went to Charlie Strasser
(Snow Lake), Leah
Audet (Flin Flon),
Heath Carlton (Flin
Flon), Marie Compton
(Thompson) and Cash
Melnyk (Snow Lake).

Third place ($200)
was divided amongst
three Snow Lakers:
Terry Titanich, Barry
Francis, and Claude
Trudeau.

And the fourth place
prize of $100 was split
between Snow Lake’s
Ashley McArtney and
Claude Trudeau.

In addition to having
a concession set up at

the English Bay boat
launch, the MMF made
over 25 draws through-
out the afternoon. The
majority of the items
were either donated by
members or local busi-
nesses. Two winners of
note were Snow Lake’s
Carol Silliker, who took
home a 50/50 pot of
$127, and Doc McLeod,
who won a trolling
motor.

Derby committee
member Cam Booth,

figured there were close
to 500 fish caught.

“I had one person tell
me they caught 19
themselves, and the
majority who took part
caught multiple fish,”
said Booth, who was
obviously pleased with
this inaugural event. “I
didn’t know there were
so many fish in this
lake.”

Booth noted that it
was wonderful to see so
much support for the

derby within the small
community, saying that
both the MMF and
Town of Snow Lake felt
grateful to the sponsors,
volunteers, and derby
contestants.

He singled out
C o m m u n i t y
Development Officer
Bev Atkinson for all her
work and added that the
event will be back big-
ger and better next year.

My Take on Snow
Lake runs Fridays.

Lona and Clancy Evans.
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Dealing with the unwanted animals Cottage lot
vandalized

Cranberry Portage
RCMP are inves-
tigating a report

of property damage at a
cottage lot on Big
Island.

In April or May of
2006, sections of a pri-
vate fence and metal
poles were removed
from the property. The
fence was on a piece of
private land, and there
appears to be several
quad tracks going
through the area.

Cottage owners
from Big Island are
asked to check their

properties and advise
RCMP of any damages.
It would be appreciated
if owners could watch
out for each others’
property. Letting the
appropriate owner
know of a situation as
soon as possible would
allow police to investi-
gate occurrences in a
timely manner.

Anyone with any
information relating to
this or any other crime
is asked to contact the
Cranberry Portage
RCMP at 472-4044 or
Manitoba Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477).
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Debbie Hiebert
Flin Flon, Creighton and
Area SPCA


