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‘There is a tremendous need for it’: Mayor
Con’t from P.1

“I really would like
to see us be able to
accommodate this in
some way, shape or
form, to see this to
fruition,” he said.

“Personally, I think
there is a tremendous
need for it.”

For years, the SPCA
has relied heavily on
the goodwill of its
president, Debbie
Hiebert, to provide
shelter for homeless
animals at her busi-
ness, Stillwater
Kennels. Foster homes
have also played an
important role.

But Poudrier said
the demand for space is
so great that neither
Hiebert, who joined
him at the meeting, nor
the SPCA can keep up.

“There’s some con-
cern that there really

isn’t that big of a prob-
lem in Flin Flon and
area with regard to this

issue – that is, home-
less cats and dogs,” he
said. “It’s my submis-

sion that there really is
a big problem. There
are a great many home-

less animals in the Flin
Flon and Creighton
area.”

The problem,
Poudrier stated, stems
largely from a lack of
services and public
awareness.

“(This) creates and
constitutes what I
would submit is a very
real danger for the com-
munity in the form of
dangerous animals who
are uncared for and
then therefore forced to
care for themselves,”

he said. “They become
virile and wild.

“The problem
becomes compounded
further and becomes
cyclical at the same
time because there real-
ly are no services avail-
able, and the cycle con-
tinues to repeat itself.
Aside from that, the sit-
uation is fundamentally
cruel as the uncon-
trolled reproduction of
these animals produces
animals that no one
really cares for.”

The SPCA wants to build a headquarters and animal shelter on the property now occupied by the old museum. The building is now
a municipal storage facility.
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Water meter
coercion

Flin Flon City
Council stood by
their word

Tuesday that the provin-
cial government is pres-
suring them to make
residential water meters
mandatory.

The reiteration came
after a letter reviewed at
their regular meeting
suggested council was
trying to blame the gov-
ernment for a potential-
ly unpopular decision.

“The council has said
that... the government’s
water dept. is ‘forcing’
this on Flin Flon by
withholding monies or
threatening to do same
until meters are here,”
wrote J. Kryschuk.

“I have talked about
this with people within
the government and was
told this is not true and
that the water meters are
entirely the city council-
lors’ decision.”

The letter made no
mention of who sup-
plied the information.

The statement baf-
fled Coun. Dave
Kennedy.

“I would certainly be
interested in knowing

who they talked to,
which department,” he
said. “That it’s all up to
us and nobody is even
coercing us to get water
meters? That’d be nice
to know...”

“It would be nice to
know those things,”
added Coun. George
Fontaine. “And it would
also be nice to state pub-
licly that no one is lying
to anybody from here.
That’s the news that we
got and that’s the news
that we passed on.”

“And we’ve been
getting that news for a
number of years,” added
Mayor Tom Therien.
“So it certainly would
be nice to know who
this person’s been talk-
ing to, and if they would
forward that information
to us, we would certain-
ly follow up.”

Kryschuk’s corre-
spondence was also for-
warded to The Reminder
as a letter to the editor
but could not be consid-
ered for publication
because it provided no
contact information.

A spokesperson for
the provincial govern-
ment could not be
reached for comment.

More Power to the school board

Karen Power is
the newest
member of the

Flin Flon School Board
after handily defeating
rival Roger Siemens in
Wednesday’s by-elec-
tion.

Power, a clerk at
Home Hardware, gar-
nered 49 of 61 tallies as
just three per cent of
eligible voters turned
out.

“I’m excited,” said
the mother of one upon
hearing the results.

Power said she

hopes to bring the per-
spective of parents,
having for years been
heavily involved with
school parent councils.

Prior to serving on

the parent councils of
Parkdale and Ruth
Betts schools, she was
on the Kiddie Korner
Daycare board.

“I was born and
raised here, so that was
my way of giving back
to the community,”
said the new trustee.

Power’s 49 votes
gave her 80 per cent of
the vote in ward one,
which encompasses the
uptown area and the
south side of Highway
10A.

Residents in the rest
of the community were
not eligible to cast bal-

lots due to the
province’s mandatory –
and controversial –
ward voting system.

Of 2,039 eligible
voters, only 61 cast
ballots at the polling
stations set up at the
R.H. Channing
Auditorium. At two of
the polls, the turnout
was zero.

Power will now join
the school board for
their next meeting on
Tuesday. She will fill
the seat left vacant by
the passing of Trustee
Gordon Mitchell earlier
this year.
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Hapnot Collegiate hosted an ear-pleasing Jazz Night on Wednesday in the gymnasium. Teacher Lisa
Aune directed the talented students.
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All That Jazz...


