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Next paper Tuesday
The Reminder will not publish
this Monday, May 21, due to

the Victoria Day holiday.
Our next paper will hit the

stands on Tuesday, with our
Friday edition to follow.
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Children, lighter a potentially tragic mix

Small children play-
ing with a lighter
sparked a potential-

ly devastating bush fire
near the Aspen Grove
apartments Monday.

Firefighters doused
the flames before they
could do much damage,
but the episode left Fire
Chief Jim Petrie shaking
his head.

“It makes me wonder
where the parents are,”
he said.

“Why are parents
leaving lighters around
for children to grab?”

Petrie underscored the
severity of the incident
by outlining a worst-case
– though not necessarily
unlikely – scenario.

“If the fire would
have gotten a hold in the
trees and spread to the
top of the trees, it could
have easily jumped onto
the adjoining roofs of the
Aspen Grove apart-
ments,” he said. “If this
would have happened, it
would have started a fire
in the apartment area,
which is a very danger-
ous situation. These
apartments are filled with
young mothers and lots
of children.”

The call came in at
about 5:30 p.m. after
someone spotted the
flames near the bottom of
a hill beside the low-
income apartment com-
plex.

Coincidentally, a fire
truck was just two blocks
away as part of a demon-
stration for Scouts.

“We were very fortu-
nate we happened to
have a truck in that area,”
said Petrie.

Petrie said an RCMP
investigation determined
the children who started
the fire were approxi-
mately six years old,
unsupervised and play-
ing with a lighter.

“It makes me fear for
the children,” he said.
“Those children are start-
ing a fire which could
easily come back on
those children. They
could easily breathe in
superheated gases and
smoke. If that doesn’t kill
them, it will sear their
lungs.”

This was the second
bush fire children have
started near Aspen Grove
in recent weeks, and
Petrie has seen numerous
similar incidents
throughout the commu-
nity in recent years.

“And on every occa-
sion, I had to get the par-
ents involved as well as
the children, because
that’s the most important
part,” he said.

He said a response is
needed not only from
parents, but also the
community at large.

“If you see a child
with matches or a lighter,
take it away from them,”
stated the fire chief.

Charred trees remain at the scene of Monday’s bush fire.
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Throw us a bone, SPCA asks city

The SPCA made an
impassioned plea
Tuesday for

municipal help in
acquiring property for a
headquarters and animal
shelter.

Chris Poudrier, legal
counsel for the animal
advocacy organization,
told city council a new
building is required to
keep strays off the
streets and expand ani-
mal-related services.

“It is crucial at this
point in time that we get
this project off the

ground,” he said at
council’s regular meet-
ing.

“The reality is that
the services that are
available are failing.”

The SPCA has
almost raised enough
money for a 2,400 sq. ft.
metal building. It would
feature as many as 20
rooms, possibly includ-
ing a viewing area for
pet adoptions, a store
selling animal products,
and a dog grooming
centre.

The facility would
also serve as a base for
potential new SPCA ini-

tiatives such as pet visits
with the elderly and
obedience classes.
Long-term, the organi-
zation is  interested in
working with the city on
animal control services
and the issuance of dog
licenses.

Poudrier asked coun-
cil to consider providing
property either at the
former museum site
down the Cliff Lake
Road or the old sawmill
location further down
Highway 10.

“In order for the
SPCA to continue to
provide the services that

it wants to provide and
the services that are
required by the City of
Flin Flon, they are going
to need to become self-
sufficient,” he said.

“We need to look at
this new building and
this new proposal as a
business and we need a
prime location in order
to be successful.”

Council was not pre-
pared to make a formal
commitment to those or
any other properties, but
Mayor Tom Therien was
receptive to the group’s
request.
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